ANGIOTECH PHARMACEUTICALSAND PARTNER ATHERSYS ANNOUNCES COMPLETION
OF PATIENT ENROLLMENT IN PHASE | STUDY OF MULTISTEMe IN ACUTE MY CARDIAL
INFARCTION

Vancouver, BC, February 17, 2010 — Athersys, Inc. (Nasdaq:ATHX) and Angiotech Phaceuticals, Inc.
(NASDAQ: ANPI; TSX: ANP) announced that Athersyssheompleted patient enrollment for its phase |
clinical trial of MultiStens, its allogeneic stem cell therapy product, adnbémesd to individuals following
acute myocardial infarction (AMI), more commonlyaeed to as a heart attack. Top line results eftttal are
expected to be announced midyear, upon complefigimedfour-month patient follow-up visits and arsy of
results.

Angiotech and Athersys entered into an agreemektay 2006 to co-develop and commercialize MultiStem
Athersys’ non-embryonic stem cell platform techmglofor use in the indications of AMI and peripHera
vascular disease. Upon completion of the Phasial] &ngiotech will assume lead responsibility foirther
clinical development. Angiotech also owns marketargd commercial rights with respect to this product
candidate.

"Myocardial infarction remains one of the leadimauses of death and disability in the United Statesid
William Hunter M.D., President and CEO of AngioteciwWe believe the data reported to date and the
completion of Phase | enrollment in this prografir@t the value of our partnership with Athersysdave are
looking forward to working with Athersys to formi#athe next clinical development steps for this onignt
product candidate."

The phase | clinical trial is an open label, mokinter dose escalation trial evaluating the safaty maximum
tolerated dose of a single administration of altmje MultiStem cells following an AMI. Following ahdard
treatment, enrolled patients receive MultiStem\agtd via a catheter that enables rapid and efticdelivery
of MultiStem into the damaged region of the he@ilte study is being conducted at multiple cardiouksc
treatment centers in the United States, includiregGleveland Clinic, Columbia University Medicalr@er and
Henry Ford Health System, and includes patienthiiee treatment cohorts or dose groups, as well ra@n-
treated registry group.

In preclinical studies conducted by Athersys ardependent cardiovascular research teams, admtiastiaf
MultiStem following an ischemic injury to the heads been associated with a number of benefitisidimgy an
increase in ejection fraction, or volume of bloaghwed from the heart, a reduction of inflammatiorthie
region of ischemic injury and increased angiogenesich believed to help augment recovery andriggali

Forward L ooking Statements

Statements contained in this press release thaipateased on historical fact, including withomtiliation statements
containing the words “believes,” “may,” “plans,” iy’ “estimates,” “continues,” “anticipates,” “inds,” “expects” and
similar expressions, constitute “forward-lookingtsiments” within the meaning of the Private SemsiLitigation
Reform Act of 1995 and constitute “forward-lookimgormation” within the meaning of applicable Caraudsecurities
laws. All such statements are made pursuant ttstife harbor” provisions of applicable securitiegislation. Forward-
looking statements may involve, but are not limitedcomments with respect to our objectives amakipies for the
remainder of 2009 and beyond, our strategies arduictions, our targets, expectations for oumfaia condition and the
results of, or outlook for, our operations, reshand development and product and drug developrBeict forward-
looking statements involve known and unknown riskwertainties and other factors that may causac¢hel results,
events or developments to be materially differemtnfany future results, events or developmentsesgad or implied by
such forward-looking statements. Many such knowks;i uncertainties and other factors are takenaotount as part of



our assumptions underlying these forward-lookirgeshents and include, among others, the follongegieral economic
and business conditions in the United States, Gaaad the other regions in which we operate; mat&etand;
technological changes that could impact our exgstiroducts or our ability to develop and commeizéafuture products;
competition; existing governmental regulations ahdnges in, or the failure to comply with, governtaéregulations;
availability of financial reimbursement coveragerr governmental and third-party payers for prodact related
treatments; adverse results or unexpected delgyialinical and clinical product development prsses; adverse
findings related to the safety and/or efficacy of products or products sold by our partners; datss and the timing of
decisions, made by health regulatory agencies degaapproval of our technology and products; gguirement for
substantial funding to conduct research and dewetayp, to expand manufacturing and commercializaidivities; and
any other factors that may affect our performahtaddition, our business is subject to certairrageg risks that may
cause any results expressed or implied by the follgking statements in this press release tedifiaterially from our
actual results. These operating risks include:aduility to attract and retain qualified personralr ability to successfully
complete pre-clinical and clinical development af products; changes in our business strategy\a@ldement plans; our
failure to obtain patent protection for discoveriess of patent protection resulting from third4gachallenges to our
patents; commercialization limitations imposed lyemts owned or controlled by third parties; oulitgtto obtain rights
to technology from licensors; liability for patesitims and other claims asserted against us; adlitlyab obtain and
enforce timely patent and other intellectual préypprotection for our technology and products; &bdity to enter into,
and to maintain, corporate alliances relating eodbvelopment and commercialization of our techgypknd products;
market acceptance of our technology and produatsability to successfully manufacture, market aall our products;
the availability of capital to finance our actigs; our ability to restructure and to service aeltdbbligations; and any
other factors referenced in our other filings whik applicable Canadian securities regulatory aittee or the Securities
and Exchange Commission (“SEC”). For a more thghodiscussion of the risks associated with ouimness, see the
"Risk Factors" section in our annual report for ylear ended December 31, 2008 filed with the SEE@m 10-K, as
amended, and our quarterly reports for the fiestpad and third quarters of 2009 filed with the SEC~orm 10-Q.

Given these uncertainties, assumptionsand risk factors, investors ar e cautioned not to place unduereliance on such
forward-looking statements. Except as required by law, we disclaim any obligation to update any such factorsor to
publicly announce the result of any revisionsto any of the forward-looking statements contained in this press
releaseto reflect future results, events or developments.

©2010 Angiotech Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All Rights&wed.

About Angiotech Phar maceuticals

Angiotech Pharmaceuticals, Inc. is a global spgci@harmaceutical and medical device company. étegh
discovers, develops and markets innovative tredtrselntions for diseases or complications assotiatiéh
medical device implants, surgical interventions aalte injury. To find out more about Angiotech
(NASDAQ: ANPI, TSX: ANP), please visit our websaewww.angiotech.com

About MultiStem(R)

MultiStem is a patented and proprietary cell thgrapduct consisting of a special class of stertsdbht are
obtained from the bone marrow or other tissue ssuot healthy, consenting adult donors, and whatetthe
demonstrated ability to produce a range of factasswell as form multiple cell types. MultiStem apps to
promote tissue repair and healing in multiple wagisch as through the production of multiple theutipe
factors produced in response to signals of inflatfonaand tissue damage. Athersys believes thati$teln
represents a unique "off-the-shelf* stem cell potchased on work that demonstrates the ability etfivelr
multiple mechanisms of therapeutic benefit, adriai®on of the product without tissue matching or
immunosuppression, and its capacity for large-spadduction. Athersys has forged strategic partripsswith
Pfizer to develop MultiStem for inflammatory bowsdsease (IBD) and with Angiotech to develop Muki®t
in AMI and other cardiovascular indications. In 80@thersys received the Frost & Sullivan North Aroan
Product Innovation of the Year Award for MultiStewhich cited the product as having best-in-clagemal
among stem cell and regenerative medicine techredog

About Athersys

Athersys is a clinical stage biopharmaceutical camyp engaged in the discovery and development of
therapeutic product candidates designed to exteddeahance the quality of human life. The Company i
developing MultiStem(R), a patented, adult-deriveff-the-shelf* stem cell product platform for miple
disease indications, including damage caused bycamgd@l infarction, bone marrow transplantation and
oncology treatment support, ischemic stroke, afldrmmmatory bowel disease. The Company is also deial
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a portfolio of other therapeutic programs, inclugdiorally active pharmaceutical product candidatastiie
treatment of metabolic and central nervous systésorders, utilizing proprietary technologies, irdihg
Random Activation of Gene Expression (RAGE(R)). &#ys has forged several key strategic alliances an
collaborations with leading pharmaceutical anddibhology companies, as well as world-renownedarebe
institutions in the United States and Europe tthierr develop its platform and products.
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