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ANGIOTECH'S CORPORATE PARTNER, BOSTON SCIENTIFIC, A NNOUNCES FDA
APPROVAL OF TAXUS® EXPRESS*™ ATOM™ STENT SYSTEM, FIRST DRUG-
ELUTING STENT FOR SMALL VESSELS

VANCOUVER, BC, September 25, 2008 — Angiotech Plareuticals, Inc. (“Angiotech”)
(NASDAQ: ANPI, TSX: ANP), a global specialty pharceatical and medical device company,
today reported that its corporate partner, Bostmarfific Corporation (NYSE: BSX), has
received U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDApegval to market its TAXUS®

Expresé™ Atom™ Paclitaxel-Eluting Coronary Stent Systefihe TAXUS Express Atom

Stent is a highly deliverable drug-eluting stenE®&) specifically designed for treating small
coronary vessels. It is the only DES approvedigyRDA for use in vessels as small as 2.25 mm
in diameter. BSC plans to launch the product imatedy.

“The TAXUS Express Atom Stent will provide bettgtions for U.S. patients with coronary
artery disease in small vessels,” said Gregg Stdie,, Chairman of the Cardiovascular
Research Foundation and Professor of Medicine hintlma University Medical Center, and
Principal Investigator of the TAXUS IV and V clirdktrials. “This is a welcome addition to the
range of available drug-eluting stents, since p&igvith small vessels who are currently treated
with bare-metal stents experience high rates ¢énesis. In the TAXUS V clinical trial, the
TAXUS Express Atom Stent significantly reduced dhe@nce of restenosis and the need for
repeat procedures compared to bare-metal sternatients with small vessel disease.”

“We congratulate Boston Scientific on further exgiag the paclitaxel DES portfolio to help
interventional cardiologists address the unmet s@égatients suffering from small vessel
disease,” said Dr. William Hunter, President andOG# Angiotech. “We believe this approval
reflects the progress Boston Scientific is makmgdrds resolving the issues outlined two years
ago in the Corporate Warning Letter,” he added.

Currently the leading drug-eluting stents worldwi@i&XUS Stent Systems have been evaluated
by the industry’s most extensive randomized, cdiecclinical trial program, as well as studied
in more than 35,000 real-world patients enrollegast-approval registries. To date,
approximately 4.6 million TAXUS Stents have beemplamted worldwide.

Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Staements

Statements contained in this press release thaioateased on historical fact, including withoutitiation
statements containing the words “believes,” “mdplans,” “will,” “estimate,” “continue,” “anticipa¢s,” “intends,”



“expects” and similar expressions, constitute “fard+looking statements” within the meaning of th&Private
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 and “fomglalooking information” within the meaning of apgéible
Canadian securities laws. All such statements agenpursuant to the “safe harbor” provisions ofliapple
securities legislation. Forward-looking statemengs involve, but are not limited to, comments witkpect to our
objectives and priorities for the second half 0d@&nd beyond, our strategies or future actionstargets,
expectations for our financial condition and theufes of, or outlook for, our operations, reseatelielopment and
product and drug development. Such forward-loolstagements involve known and unknown risks, unoents
and other factors that may cause the actual regwisits or developments to be materially diffefesrh any future
results, events or developments expressed or ichpifesuch forward-looking statements. Many suckstis
uncertainties and other factors are taken into@aticas part of our assumptions underlying thessdod-looking
statements and include, among others, the followgegeral economic and business conditions, bdtbrrely and
in the regions in which we operate; market deméschnological changes that could impact our exgspiroducts
or our ability to develop and commercialize futpreducts; competition; existing governmental regjates and
changes in, or the failure to comply with, govermia¢regulations; adverse results or unexpectealydeh pre-
clinical and clinical product development processelverse findings related to the safety and/acaty of our
products or products sold by our partners; decssiand the timing of decisions, made by healthle¢gty agencies
regarding approval of our technology and produatst the requirement for substantial funding to cmbdesearch
and development and to expand manufacturing andmasoialization activities or consummate acquistiolm
addition, our business is subject to certain opggatsks that may cause any results expressetmiad by the
forward-looking statements in this press releasdiffer materially from our actual results. Thegemting risks
include: our ability to attract and retain qualifipersonnel; our ability to successfully complate-glinical and
clinical development of our products; changes isiless strategy or development plans; our failoebtain patent
protection for discoveries; loss of patent protattiesulting from third party challenges to ouremds;
commercialization limitations imposed by patentsied or controlled by third parties; our abilitydbtain rights to
technology from licensors; liability for patent iches and other claims asserted against us; outyatmliobtain and
enforce timely patent and other intellectual préypprotection for our technology and products; dbdity to enter
into, and to maintain, corporate alliances relatmthe development and commercialization of ooht®logy and
products; market acceptance of our technology aodygts; our ability to successfully manufactureyket and
sell our products; the continued availability opital to finance our activities; and any other éastreferenced in
our other filings with the Securities and Exchaf@genmission (the “SEC”")Given these uncertainties,
assumptions and risk factors, readers are cautionedot to place undue reliance on such forward-lookig
statements. Except as required by law, we disclaiany obligation to update any such factors or to pulicly
announce the result of any revisions to any of thierward-looking statements contained in this presselease
to reflect future results, events or developments.

BSC acquired worldwide exclusive rights from Angich to use paclitaxel to coat its coronary stent
products and has co-exclusive rights to certaiipperal vascular and non-vascular products.

TAXUS® Expresé™ Atom™ aretrademarks of Boston Scientific Corporation.

About Angiotech

Angiotech Pharmaceuticals, Inc. is a global spgctarmaceutical and medical device company with
over 1,500 dedicated employees. Angiotech discodenselops and markets innovative treatment
solutions for diseases or complications associatétdmedical device implants, surgical intervention
and acute injury. To find out more about Angiot@dASDAQ: ANPI, TSX: ANP), please visit our
website at www.angiotech.com.
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